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This is the first IDS filed in this application. Applicants respectfully submit herewith an 
Information Disclosure Statement (IDS), an Information Disclosure Citation List, and a copy of 
each document listed therein, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98. The Examiner is requested 
to consider the enclosed documents, make them of record, and indicate his or her consideration of 
the documents by initialing the enclosed Citation List adjacent the citation of each document. 
Please return a copy of the initialed Citation form to the applicant's undersigned Attorney. 

This IDS is being filed under 37 CFR 1 .97(b), prior to the mailing date of a first Office 
Action on the merits. 

Statement under 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1) 

Each item of information contained in the IDS was first cited in any communication from a 

foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the 
filing of the IDS 

The cited references include an EPO Office Action in a counterpart application and the 
reference cited therein. 
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Atty Docket No.: 3815/142 

Although no fee is believed to be due, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge 
any deficiency, or to credit any overpayment, to the undersigned attorney's Deposit Account No. 
02-4270 . 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dated: H-t"OZ~ fi-^(^^/^4^yrp^: 

Ralph F. Hoppin, Reg. No.: 38,494 
Attorney for Applicant 
BROWN RAYSMAN MILLSTEIN 
FELDER & STEINER LLP 
900 Third Avenue 
New York, New York 10022 
(212) 895-2000 
(212) 895-2900 (fax) 

I hereby certify that this paper is being deposited this date with the U.S. Postal Service as 
First Class Mail addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231 



Ralph F. Hoppin Date 
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